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in many cases as to what is right or wrong may
be made the means of gradually winning over the
character to that which is right.

So long as there is this contest between duty and
inclination,, man's happiness must be imperfect, even
independently altogether of any physical pains or
discomforts to which he may be subject. But we
can imagine a state in which this struggle would no
longer remain, from the full conformity of man's
will to what is right, in other words, to the will of
God. In such a condition man would serve, not as
a servant, but as a son, not from compulsion in any
degree, but from choice, finding his delight in that
service. The contrast between these two kinds of
service seems to me to be referred to in those words
with which we are familiar, If ye have not been
faithful in that which is another's, who will give you
that which is your own ?

That which is your own. Have we not here a
picture of the lawful exercise of that free will, that
freedom of choice, with which man was endowed?
In such a condition a man would do what he liked,
and yet without rebuke, for he would only like what
was right. But the right course is not necessarily
unique; were it so, his freedom of will would have
no play ; he would be somewhat in the condition of
an automaton. In a social condition in which each
individual had a wide option as to what he should